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Transforming National-Level Exams: Challenges and
Recommendations

Introduction

A panel of seven members, led by former ISRO chairman K. Radhakrishnan, has put forth 101
recommendations to the Ministry of Education to ensure national-level entrance exams are
conducted in a manner that is transparent, efficient, and fair.

Factors Contributing to Exam Malpractices

1. High Competition: The intense pressure associated with exams like NEET and JEE often
motivates dishonest practices.

2. Systemic Weaknesses: Reliance on third-party agencies and inadequate digital

infrastructure leave loopholes for exploitation.

. Lax Supervision: Poor monitoring at test centres enables manipulations to go unnoticed.

4. Collusion and Corruption: Some insiders and private entities facilitate irregularities such
as question paper leaks.

5. Advanced Technologies: Cheating tools and hacking have made bypassing exam protocols
easier.
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NotablefExam Scandals of 2024

e NEET-UG Breach: Reports of leaked question papers led to public outrage.

e UGC-NET Mismanagement: Claims of irregularities in test centre allocations drew
criticism.

e Recruitment Irregularities: Alleged manipulation of results and leaks in state-level
recruitment exams.

Government Initiatives to Prevent Malpractices

1. Empowering NTA: Increasing resources and independence to strengthen its operations.

2. Identity Verification: Using biometric systems to ensure genuine candidates appear for
exams.

3. Digital Accessibility: Partnering with government-run schools to establish computer-based
test centres.



. Data Analysis Tools: Leveraging Al and analytics to detect irregular patterns in exam

results.

. Legal Frameworks: Enforcing strict penalties under the Public Examinations (Fair

Practices) Act, 2024.

Key Features of the 2024 Act

e Coverage: Includes major national and state-level entrance and competitive exams.
¢ Severe Punishments: Penalties of up to 10 years imprisonment and hefty fines for

cheating or leaks.

¢ Accountability: Exam organizers and service providers held responsible for maintaining

integrity through surveillance and biometric systems.

Obstacles in Curbing Exam Malpractices
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Limited Resources: Insufficient funds hinder implementation of robust exam systems.
Coordination Gaps: Central and state authorities often lack synchronization in efforts.
Private Dependencies: Over-reliance on outsourced agencies compromises accountability.
Digital Divide: Limited digital resources in rural areas pose challenges.

Resistance to Change: Administrative hurdles delay the adoption of improved methods.

Suggestions by the Radhakrishnan Panel
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Refine NTA’s Role: Focus on direct management of entrance exams, reducing dependency
on third parties.

. Engage Local Authorities: Include state and district officials in exam operations to ensure

better oversight.

. Layered Testing: Adopt multi-phase testing to minimize malpractice risks.
. Expand Digital Testing Facilities: Set up 400-500 computer-based centres across the

country within a year.

. Enhanced Security Protocols: Secure question papers, deploy CCTV systems, and enforce

strict access controls at test centres.
Biometric Verification: Mandate Digi-Exam systems to authenticate candidates.

. Unified Criteria: Standardize exam formats and eligibility rules for consistency nationwide.

Conclusion

The recommendations by the Radhakrishnan panel offer a roadmap for reforming national-level
entrance exams. A focus on advanced digital systems, stronger oversight, and clear
accountability will enhance the integrity of these exams, ensuring equal opportunities for all
candidates.



